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KARNACK — The "to-do list" is still pretty extensive, but officials at Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge think they can 
get enough done to open the area to the general public this coming summer. 

"We're not saying anything definite right now, but we're looking at a June or July opening," said Mark Williams, project 
leader, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

On tap for the coming months is a logging operation "to thin out an overgrown area," a prescribed burn in an area that 
was previously thinned, the running of power lines to visitors' centers and other predetermined sites on the grounds, the 
re-introduction of native grasses to areas previously used as a parking lot, "and some other road and bridge 
improvements," Williams said. 

"We want people to have a quality experience when they come out here," he said, explaining the seemingly constant 
delays in opening the Refuge. 

Williams said the U.S. Army, former owners of the entire 8,493-acre area when it was the Longhorn Army Ammunition 
Plant, recently completed a clean-up of its test-firing area, collecting "tons of metal," Williams said. 

The munitions plant was established in December 1941 when the Monsanto Chemical Company selected the Karnack 
site for the manufacture of TNT, according to the Texas State Historical Association online edition. The company began 
operation of the $22.5 million plant on Oct. 8, 1942, and, by Aug. 15, 1945, the plant had turned out 414,805,500 pound of 
TNT. 

The facility closed sometime in November 1945 and remained on standby until Feb. 1, 1952, when it was reopened. It 
subsequently produced munitions and a variety of pyrotechnic devices under the management of the Universal Match 
Corporation until 1956. 

The Thiokol Chemical Corp., awarded a contract in 1952 to produce solid-fuel rocket motors for the U.S. Army, built a 
facility at Longhorn for that purpose between 1953 and 1955. Rocket motors of various kinds were produced at Longhorn 
until early 1971. 

The Vietnam War brought an increased demand for pyrotechnic devices and the Longhorn plant resumed production of 
such items as flares and ground signals in the 1960s. 

In 1987 the plant continued to manufacture illuminating devices for the Army under the direction of Thiokol, Inc., and 
employed nearly 1,000 workers. 

In 1989 Longhorn was one of the sites selected to fire and destroy Pershing IA and II missiles under the terms of the 
Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty between the United States and the Soviet Union, a project completed in 1991. 

LHAAP operated until 1997 when it was placed on inactive status and classified by the U.S. Army Armament, Munitions 
and Chemical Command as "excess property. 

The Department of Interior expressed an interest in receiving a "no-cost transfer" of the lands. The establishment of the 
Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge was approved on Oct. 13, 2000, and the Fish and Wildlife Service, a branch of the 
Department of the Interior, entered into a cooperative agreement with the Department of the Army. 

Since 2003, LHAAP has been overseen by the Army's Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Division. 

According to the arrangement, the Army would retain primary jurisdiction, custody, and control of the LHAAP, and the 
Service would create an "overlay" refuge on a portion of the Army lands while the Army was in the process of cleaning up 
those areas within the LHAAP that had environmental contaminants. 

When the Army, the Environmental Protection Agency, and the Service agree that the lands within the overlay refuge are 
suitable for transfer, the Service then accepts primary jurisdiction, custody, and control over these lands. 



To date, about 7,000 acres has been transferred and "we expect the transfer of another 300 to 400 acres by the end of 
the year," Williams said. 

The refuge is designed to protect one of the highest quality, old-growth bottomland hardwood forests in the southeastern 
United States. The hardwood forest lies along Harrison Bayou, and the associated wetlands are located along the shore 
of Caddo Lake. These wetlands are listed as a "Wetland of International Significance" under the Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands and is one of fewer than two dozen such designated areas in the United States. 

The establishment of this refuge will ensure the conservation and protection of the migratory and resident waterfowl and 
neotropical migratory birds associated with these wetlands. Studies have listed up to 224 species of birds, 22 species of 
amphibians, 46 species of reptiles, and 93 species of fish in this area. 

A total of 20 animal "species of concern" are located or potentially located on the LHAAP and adjacent Caddo Lake. They 
include seven species of fish, six species of reptiles, six species of birds and four species of mammals. Two species — 
the Louisiana black bear and the American bald eagle — are federally listed under the Endangered Species Act. 

 


